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Mtetwa’s Court Case Postponed 

 

Harare Magistrate Don Ndirowei on 

Wednesday 3 April 2013 postponed to 8 

April 2013 the matter in which prominent 

human rights lawyer Beatrice Mtetwa is 

accused of contravening Section 184 (1) 

(g) of the Criminal Law (Codification and 

Reform) Act for allegedly defeating or 

obstructing the course of justice. 

 

The award-winning human rights lawyer 

is facing allegations of obstructing the 

course of justice, reportedly for repri-

manding the police for searching the 

house of her then client and the PM’s 

Principal Legal Advisor Thabani Mpofu, 

without showing her a valid search war-

rant.  

 

Magistrate Ndirowei postponed the 

matter to allow the human rights lawyer’s 

legal representatives, Advocate Thabani 

Mpofu and Harrison Nkomo, to file an 

application challenging her placement on 

remand, and for the State to furnish 

Mtetwa with a trial date. The lawyers will 

argue that no offence was disclosed by 

the State and thus Mtetwa should not 

have been placed on remand. 

 

Meanwhile, four staffers from  the Prime 

Minister’s office, who are accused of hav-

ing been found in possession of “dockets” 

also, appeared before the Harare Magis-

trates Court on Wednesday April 4.  

 

Thabani Mpofu, Felix Matsinde, Mehluli 

Tshuma and Warship Dumba all appeared 

before the Harare Magistrates Court 

around mid-day after the initial morning 

hearing stood down the matter on the 

score that the prosecuting team could 

not locate police dockets. 

 

The four stand accused of being found in 

possession of alleged “dockets” that were 

confiscated when police raided No. 4 

Bath Road in Belgravia, in the capital Ha-

rare, a day after the historic constitution-

al referendum. The “dockets” are said to 

be apparently fingering top Zanu-Pf gov-

ernment officials involved in corruption. 

 

The state alleges that the accused per-

sons intended to use the supposed 

“dockets” for criminal use. 

 

After the prosecutor begged the court to 

have the matter stood down for the sec-

ond time  and be heard in the afternoon, 

the Magistrate Donald Ndirowei consid-

ered the defense counsel’s opposing con-

tention.  

 

The four PM staffers’ lawyer, Alec Mu-

chadehama argued that the delays by the 

State showed it needed more time to 

prepare its case and indicated he would 

be occupied at the time the State implied 

it would be ready. 

 

Muchadehama had sought a postpone-

ment to May 2, but the Magistrate ruled 
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that the matter would be heard on Thursday April 5, considering the State’s submission that it would want to give the accused 

persons a trial date as soon as possible. 

The matter was heard before a different magistrate and the Attorney General’s Office assigned a different set of prosecutors. 

Meanwhile, four other staffers of the PM’s office have been picked up for questioning and later released since Mtetwa and the 

first four were arrested on March 17.  
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Pre-Election Detectors: ZANU PF’s attempt to re-claim po-

litical hegemony 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition will next week release a report entitled “Pre-Election Detectors: ZANU PF’s attempt to re-claim 

political hegemony”. This week we publish the abstract and invite you to look out for the full report. 

 

Abstract 

The classic question is why do political parties and governments manipulate elections. This paper offers a more nuanced investi-

gation of why and under what circumstances do authoritarian regimes decide to adopt and drop certain political strategies of 

manipulating elections. In order to answer this question the article investigates the political strategies at the centre of the Zim-

babwe African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU PF)’s attempt to win the next harmonised polls and re-establish its hegem-

ony. Other commentators reduce the ZANU PF electoral strategies to the use of physical violence against opposition supporters 

conceptualised as the ‘margin of terror’. Whilst I agree that state sponsored violence is endemic in Zimbabwe, I argue that 

ZANU PF is embarking on a more sophisticated and multi-pronged approach to cover its terror tactics in order to re-gain politi-

cal legitimacy. The reign of terror unleashed by ZANU PF in the run-up to the June 27, 2008 ‘election’ undermined the party’s 

legitimacy in the Southern African Development Community (SADC), African Union (AU) and internationally. Hence, physical 

violence in 2013 will not be as blatant and as extreme as in the previous June 27, 2008 ‘election’. ZANU PF is aware that naked 

physical violence will not be accepted in SADC and yet at the same time a relatively free and fair election might undermine its 

electoral chances. Pitied between a rock and a hard place, what strategies can ZANU PF use in the next harmonised election? 

The party prefers a psychological warfare premised on manipulating the fear inculcated in communities over years among other 

strategies. These include partisan registration of voters, ideologically appealing to popular groups; state financed patronage, 

control of state media and targeted persecution (devoid of physical harm) against civil society leaders and opposition support-

ers. Whether these political strategies will work in favour of ZANU PF only the next election will tell.  
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The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  
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High Court Judge President, Justice George Chiweshe on Wednesday 3 April 2013 once again postponed the matter in which 
President Robert Mugabe is seeking to be excused from complying with a court order that compels him to proclaim dates for 
three Matabeleland by-elections by end of March. 

  

The Judge President advised lawyers for the President and the three affected legislators that he could and would only deter-
mine the President’s request to be excused from proclaiming dates for by-elections, primarily by interrogating the issue of 
the date on which Parliament should legally be dissolved and whether this date would allow sufficient time for by-elections 
to still be held. The head of the High Court further intimated that the court was not the appropriate forum for the resolution 
of a date for national elections, as this was an issue requiring the attention of both the President and the Prime Minister. 

  

Prime Minister (PM) Morgan Tsvangirai’s lawyer, Chris Mhike, who had filed an application for joinder of the PM to the court 
proceedings, indicated that if the Deputy Attorney General, Prince Machaya, agreed not to pursue the issue of when general 
elections should be held, it was likely that his client would no longer need to be party to the proceedings relating solely to 
the by-elections dispute. 
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